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ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS BOARD

MINUTES

August 3rd, 2022
Virtual Meeting (Zoom)

Voting Members:

Chi Vo (chair), Juilee Malavade (vice chair), Wilson Salls (secretary), Katie Barnhill-Dilling, Sherry Taylor, 
Jillian Riley, Corie Hlavaty, Torrey Swain, Ethan Case, Jennifer Carrigan

Excused Absences: Wafa Khalil, Matt Kopac

Ex Officio Members/Staff: Amy Armbruster (General Services), Tobin Freid (Durham County 
Sustainability Manager), Summer Alston (General Services), Dave Milkereit (Public Works), J.V. Loperfido
(Public Works), Anna Smith (Public Works), Michelle Woolfolk (Public Works), Scott Whiteman 
(Planning), James Davis (Neighborhood Improvement Services), DeDreana Freeman (City Council), Heidi 
Carter (County Commission)

Attendees & Panelists Total: 23

I. Call to Order at 6:05 PM
II. Approval of EAB Retreat Presentation: Approval for June Minutes 8-0
III. Announcements

a) Next EAB meeting is scheduled for September 7th, 6-8 pm.
b) Durham Planning Commission will host their monthly meeting August 9th to discuss zoning and 

planning issues.
c) Durham County’s new Transit Plan is now available.
d) Sign up for the City of Durham Racial Equity Challenge Pilot.
e) Solarize the Triangle seeks to make it easier and less expensive for people to install solar, 

including battery storage. It’s a two-year program through Yes Solar Solutions. Kickoff event on 
August 10th at Museum of Art in Raleigh.

f) Durham Soil and Water Conservation District is offering Agricultural Economic Grants totaling 
$150K. Two types of grants are available: one for small farmers, and another for education in 
schools or environmental learning centers.

mailto:Paul.Cameron@DurhamNC.gov
https://www.durhamnc.gov/1367/Planning-Commission
https://engagedurham.com/durham-county-transit-plan/
https://cityofdurham.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0HxTmxvjlOn9wVM
https://www.solarcrowdsource.com/campaign/the-triangle/
https://www.dconc.gov/county-departments/departments-f-z/soil-water-conservation-district/ag-economic
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g) Tobin reported that she submitted comments on the Duke Carbon Plan on behalf of the County, 
accompanied by testimony at the hearing.

IV. New and Continuing Business

a) New Topic: Equitable and Green Infrastructure (EGI) Projects Tax
Presenter(s): James Davis & Constance Stancil, City Neighborhood Improvement Services
• The goal is to address disparities and environmental injustice.
• An example: pattern of incinerators in black neighborhoods, parks in white ones.
• Cycle of disinvestment: Less investment, deterioration of neighborhood quality of life, fewer 

residents and decline in housing stock, fewer businesses and amenities, less investment. One
issue begets another, and the cycle continues.

• “Nothing about us, without us” - often some people make decisions for differently abled 
people without their input. Trying to avoid this.

• Community driven plan with equity at the center - engagement and feedback loop needs to 
be ongoing. No plan end date for this engagement process!

• City Council approved 1/2 cent on the tax rate for FY22 (soon entering second year) - $3.8M 
leveraged with debt up to $22M.

• Community Allies can help carry the message out. Additionally, resident accountability teams
are in place to hold City to its word.

• Trainings on community engagement, hosting meetings, canvassing.
• Timeline: Phase One - Kickoff and initialization

- March/April: Informational and interest sessions
- May: Recruit community allies
- June/August: Orientate and train community allies
- September: Phase One report to community and city administration

• Several points of consideration for neighborhood selection: demographic, socioeconomic, 
and environmental data. 46 neighborhoods across the 5 districts have been chosen based on 
data.

• Examples of community issues: hot bus stops (no or clear roofs), lack of tree cover, abrupt 
transition of nice to run-down in/near downtown, broken park facilities, (bulky) trash 
present, limited accessibility for wheelchairs (e.g. deteriorated sidewalks, lack of ramps, lack 
of sidewalks).

• Building block of engagement principles: overcoming inequity, participatory decision-making,
authenticity, diversity of decision-making, sustainability.

• YouTube video on presentation from May 25th.

Comments:
J. Malavade: Regarding EGI, have you looked into ideas on how to address food insecurity (e.g. 
access to grocery stores, community gardens)?
• James: Navigation to these places is being considered, but will bring up the idea of 

economic development to put a grocery store in a given neighborhood.

C. Vo: For many programs the city compensates those who engage - does this program do that?

mailto:Paul.Cameron@DurhamNC.gov
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• James: We resource the engagement, but haven’t determined exactly how yet (e.g. funding 
pamphlets, etc.). Will provide an update.

W. Salls: What can EAB do?
• James: You tell me?
• W.Salls: We’ve been discussing engagement but haven't made many moves yet - virtual 

meetings are isolating.
Constance Stancil: Equitable community engagement infrastructure grant. Will be needing 
subject matter experts, which is one thing the Board could contribute to.

• C. Vo: Other groups we interface with are attempting to reach out to the community, so the 
Board could serve as a liaison between these groups. Class of 12 NCCU students who will be 
involved.

• J. Carrigan: Like the idea of mentoring and supporting NCCU. Hope we can think more 
creatively about what engagement looks like for us - how to most efficiently and effectively 
use our limited time as a board without duplicating efforts.

• K. Barnhill-Dilling: Supports what Jen said. Also would like to leverage our networks to help.
• Constance: Would be good to outline what the Board can do.
• J. Riley: Impressive that y’all are all over the county; the Board in a sense is also all over the 

county and could help pass out flyers.
• James: Can share list of neighborhoods.
• K. Barnhill-Dilling: There’s great work happening across the county; could think about our 

role as a connector - can make connections between related issues such as transit plan and 
wheelchair accessibility.

• James: Many City departments are involved, and are soliciting public input, which will be 
funneled into EGI. Haven’t yet been able to make sure we are obtaining data/perspectives 
from all demographics (e.g. where are the potholes?).

• Constance: want to make sure we’re engaging with all parts of individuals’ whole array of 
needs and wants (vs. just transit, a current focus). Big, complex work.

S. Taylor: Lots of talk about engaging community as individuals, but is there a plan to engage 
community groups involved in green infrastructure projects?
• James: Yes, we are.
• Constance: For last 5 years have been funding small community groups (e.g. community 

gardens, trails) and 501(c)(3) groups.

b) New Topic: Pollutant Source Tracking in Durham Streams
Presenter(s): JV Loperfido, Public Works
• Started 3 years ago and looking to do another round of projects in upcoming years.
• City has permit to discharge stormwater into streams as required by Clean Water Act. One of 

goals is to detect and limit pollution coming through these discharges.
• City Ordinance: “Only rain down the drain.”
• Three programs to limit stormwater pollution:

- Illicit discharge detection and elimination
- Industrial inspections
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- Ambient monitoring programs
• Projects are typically 2 years long and have fieldwork and data analysis.
• City has website showing Pollutant Source Tracking Studies.
• Sandy Creek Tributary A: Low levels of oxygen south of South Square area. Couldn’t figure 

out why, so good candidate for pollutant source tracking project.
• Methods performed by contractor: look for lowing water in storm drain, microbial source 

tracking, thermal imaging.
• Causes: illicit discharges (sewage leak), low-oxygen groundwater, altered stream channel 

from urban stormwater runoff (series of pools vs. smooth flowing -> stagnant).
• Recommendations: eliminate leaks.
• Warren Creek (north of downtown near Whippoorwill Park): metals and hydrocarbons in 

sediment of stream at high levels.
• Methods: water and sediment sampling, risk assessment for human and ecological health 

(ingestion, skin contact).
• Causes: non-point: autos, commercial/household products, exposed metals, coal tar 

pavement sealers.
• Recommendations: continue monitoring and implementing stormwater management.
• Ongoing: Tributary to Rock Creek: cloudy water, black particles, low oxygen.
• Some illicit discharge, but suspect other issues.
• Stirrup Iron Creek (SE side of city): fecal coliform bacteria, copper levels, hydrocarbons in 

sediment.
• Questions for Board:

1. Suggestions for communicating project results to the public?
2. How should Public Works get input for conducting these projects?
3. Are there water quality issues in Durham’s storm drainage system or streams that 
should be considered for a Pollutant Source Tracking project?
4. Questions/concerns on how these projects are conducted?

Comments:
K. Barnhill-Dilling: Sandy Creek Park - is testing site up or down from restoration?
• J.V.: Park is on different creek.

K. Barnhill-Dilling: What is goal of communicating projects to public?
• J.V.: We have water quality standards we want to meet and want to get to the bottom of 

those. Are there other streams that might be good for this type of project? Getting word out
about how we’re finding pollution sources but also seeing if there’s something we're 
missing.

W. Salls: Suggestion: make it clear to public why each pollutant is harmful and what causes it. 
Also, observed sediment contamination at Bethesda Park from adjacent development 
construction.
• J.V.: Stormwater pollution prevention hotline: 919-560-SWIM (7946)

mailto:Paul.Cameron@DurhamNC.gov
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J. Carrigan: Advocating for onsite communication (e.g. signs in parks) since; for example, 
community members may not be checking up on whether parks they visit have pollutants.
• J.V.: Not allowed to comment on whether water is safe to engage with.

J. Malavade: Suggestions: taking it to schools, tabling in public (QR code, list of do’s and don’t’s).

C. Hlavaty: DPS classes could take field trips to test water. Having children learn about these 
issues and bring it home to parents is an effective way to engage adults as well.

c) EAB Executive Team Elections
Presenter(s): C. Vo, Chair
• 10 of 13 members present. Could vote tonight or over email.
• C. Vo moves to nominate executive team tonight and vote online: Approved 10-0.
• Positions: Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary, At-Large (optional)

• W. Khalil nominated:
- Chair: M. Kopac (not present but later declined)

• C. Vo nominated:
- Chair: J. Malavade (accepted)
- Vice-Chair: W. Salls (accepted)

• J. Carrigan nominated:
- Secretary: S. Taylor (accepted)
- At-Large: K. Barnhill-Dilling (accepted) and S. Taylor (accepted)

Adjourn at 8:04 PM
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